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It is against this background of movements
for social, religious, cultural and political reform
in which religion and nationalism were so inti-
mately blended that the Indian National Congress
came into existence in 1885.
The Congress soon became aggressive and
defiant towards the government. It began to
represent -the lower middle classes as well as
students and young men. Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
a Maratha Brahmin, assumed the leadership of
the Congress. The moderate elements in the Com
gress, led by Gopal Krishna Gokhale, reasserted,
themselves. There was a clash in 1907 in which
the moderates won the victory. The Congress
began to lose much of its political importance,
Mahatma Gandhi entered the political arena in
1919 and he has taken an active part in the nation-
alist movement ever since. He revolutionised the
whole outlook of the- movement. Now the
Congress was not merely confined to the intel-
lectual middle classes but it began to identify itself
more and more with the workers and peasants.
"He did not descend from the top; he seemed
to emerge from the millions of India^ speak-
ing their language and incessantly drawing